Dear Linda,

Ian and I are so happy with our new pup, Striker.  It was a big decision to bring in dog number three.  It had to be just the right dog to fit in with our other two, plus I had a long wish list of traits I wanted in my new stock dog.  After speaking with many people, and many Aussie breeders, we finally settled on Winslide.  

It was the right decision!  My new pup was super healthy, nicely socialized and ready to go! (He is a little Winslow clone.)  Striker is a strong, independent thinker of a pup, but he loves to be loved.  He is determined, smart and full of joy.  

And, yes I admit it; I have had him on sheep a couple of times already.  Who could resist finding out “what’s his initial response going to be on stock?”  The first time was at 10 weeks old.  He thought about it for a minute, then burst into action and brought me stock, in a puppy kind of way.   At no time did he try to come between me and the stock.  Puppy coincidence – maybe, but he was thinkin’ out there.

At the age of three months, we put him back on stock this time adding one rule - to sit when I had the stock.  He stayed well out, respected the stock stick, and sat!  His reward was he got his sheep back.  He loved it.  He takes pressure and correction well, responding and recovering quickly.  When the time is right, we’ll start regular work.

The best part about Striker is Linda Bell.  She knows her dogs, and what to expect down the road.  Linda listened to what I wanted out of a dog and ensured the right pup came home with me.  It is difficult to purchase a pup from thousands of miles away trusting someone else to pick your pup, no matter how much due diligence.  But after several conversations with Linda I felt confident she heard and understood what I wanted.  She was always very up front and clear about what and who her dogs were.  And, if things are ever going sideways here – she is but an e-mail away.  

I have an awesome dog in Striker who will be a life long partner.  I know he is going to be awesome in the trial arena once we get there. (
Thanks Linda!

Nancy, Ian, Shiloh Shepherd - Raleigh, Aussie - BillieDawn & Aussie - Striker.

